COMISSION ON MATHEMATIC EDUCATION IN AFRICA
REPORT

The African Mathematics Union Commission on Mathematics Education in Africa has as its main
objectives:
1. Contribute to the development of the mathematics curriculum at all levels of Mathematics
education throughout the African continent;
2. Contribute to the production and improvement of Mathematics teachers in all education
system in the African continent;
3. Contribute to the research in the areas of Mathematics education that is relevant to
African environment in the sense of improving the teaching and learning of Mathematics
in African continent;
4. Promote active cooperation between African Mathematicians and Mathematics education
in writing textbooks and developing curricula for Mathematics;
5. Cooperate with any or all organisation pursues the same objectives for example, ICMI,
CME, UNESCO;
6. Help young Africans improve their performance in Mathematics at national, regional and
continental.
Bearing in mind its objectives, the Mathematics Education Commission of the African Union of
Mathematics, during the period 2017-2021, planned the following international conferences
Agenda of International Conferences of AMUCME during 2017/2021:
Activity

Country

Responsible

Proposed period

1

7th International Conference on
Mathematics and Information Egypt
Sciences

Mahmoud Abdel-Aty

15-17,
2018

2

3rd Pan African Mathematical
space: Professional development Angola
of Mathematics teachers in Africa

Maria de Natividade

April 2019

3

4

43th edition of the conference
“Psychology of Mathematics
Education “PME 43 in 2019”

Pretoria,
Joham Engelbrecht
South Africa

4th Pan African Mathematics
spaces: Innovations in teaching
and learning of mathematics and Rwanda
sciences
for
sustainable
development goal

Alphonce
Uwawabayeha

February

7-12 July 2019

24-26 June 2020

The 3rd Pan-African Mathematics Education Space in Africa was held in Luanda, capital of the
Republic of Angola, on the 2nd -5th December 2019 under the coordination of Professor Maria de
Natividade, Secretary of Mathematical Education in Africa and Professor Nouzha EL YACOUBI,
the President of the African Mathematical Union, with the support of the Ministry of Higher
Education, Science, Technology and Innovation of the Republic of Angola.
The main goal of PAMES 2019 was to bring together researchers, scientists, academic leaders in
mathematical education in Africa and around the world, and those responsible for education in
Africa and beyond, in order to exchange and share their latest experiences and results, trends and
concerns, as well as the challenges and practical solutions encountered in improving the quality of
teaching and mathematics’ professionals in Africa and elsewhere, and its consequences on the
scientific and technological development of the respective countries.
PAMES 2019 counted on researchers in Mathematics and Mathematics education from around the
world, highlighting the following individuals who presented plenary conferences:
1. Professor Nouzha EL YACOUBI, AMU President
2. Professor Adolphe Cossi Adihou, President of African Didacticians of Mathematics, from
Canada
3. Andrés Fraguela Collar, Researcher Professor at Faculty of Physics and Mathematics of
Autonomous University of Pueble in Mexico;
4. Bernardo Rodrigues, Researcher Professor of University of Kwazulu Natal, South Africa
5. Professor Lew-Chai, president of Korea National University of Education
6. Jill Adler, SARChl Matematics Education Chair at the University Witwatersrand, and
President of International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI)
7. Professor Mahman Banzanfaré, Rector of the University of Zinder
8. Professor Maria Teresa Bixarão Neto, Researcher Professor in the Department and Education
and Psychology at the University of Aveiro, Portugal

It also had 12 presentations by invited speakers from various countries in the world and one from
Angola, with emphasis on the Deputy Director of CEMASTEA (Center for Mathematics, Science
and Technology Education in Africa), Ms. Lídia Muriithi.

The opening ceremony of the 3rd Pan-African Space of Mathematical Education in Africa began at
10 am, in the Palmares Hotel’s Conference Room, with the presences of the following persons:


Doctor Maria do Rosário Sambo; Minister of Higher Education, Science, Technology &
Innovation



Doctor Jesus Joaquim Baptista; one the of National Secretaries of Education Ministry



Mr. Andre de Jesus Moda; National Secretary of Agriculture & Forests

The plenaries and the presentations in parallel sessions forged an exchange of experiences because
lots of different subjects had been discussed, all of them focused on the best mathematic teaching
methods and the formation of mathematics’ teachers, pointing the following subjects:


A better approach in the formation of mathematic teachers; both at an initial level and at
continuous;



Need of a better approach, about the education in class and the practices in the daily routine.



Exploit the technologies in order to improve the teaching and learning Mathematics process;



Make the student the core of the teaching-learning process of Mathematics;

Recommendations:
1) Indicate a joint commission in order to make a memorandum, between the participants of
African countries, with concrete offers focused on helping the implementations of politics of
regional and continental integration, focused on the training of mathematic teachers, the
integration and the teachers’ mobility. Once drafted and approved, the memorandum, referred
to above, should be addressed to the governments of African countries.
2) Encourage the Angolan researchers to participate in the Conferences of the Region and
Continental Science Organizations, such as SAMSA;
3) Work with the Angolan Ministry of Higher Education towards Angola to host one of the next
SAMSA Congresses, as a bridge for the integration of Angolan researchers in SADC
scientific projects in the area of Mathematics.
During the conference, there was also the signature of a Memorandum of understanding between
Korea National University of Education, Agostinho Neto University, and AFRICAN
MATHEMATICAL UNION.
During the period 2017-2021, the AMU Commission of African Mathematics Education participated
in all the meetings of the AMU executive commission, represented by its secretary.

